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(And most adults)



Who do you trust?
State Government Financial Aid Agency 
(if available, such as Illinois Student Assistance Commission)

www.isac.org
www.ohe.state.mn.us

www.startwhereyourevt.org

U.S. Department of Education

(800) 4 FED AID (433-3243)

www.studentaid.gov www.college.gov

KnowHow2Go campaign

www.knowhow2go.org www.knowhow2goSTATE.org

National & state College Access Networks

www.Collegeaccess.org www.illinoiscan.org

http://www.isac.org/
http://www.ohe.state.mn.us
http://www.startwhereyourevt.org/
http://www.studentaid.gov/
http://www.knowhow2go.org/
http://www.knowhow2gostate.org/
http://www.collegeaccess.org/
http://www.illinoiscan.org/


Who do you NOT trust (at least not right away) ?

 A .com website, 

especially with a very 

generic name

 Places that run a LOT of 

commercials (usually a 

for-profit college or 

service)

 Charging you to fill out 

the FREE Application for 

Federal Student Aid & 

other “services”

 “real” colleges have a 

.edu (though they might 

use a .com website)  

(*also .gov)

 Community colleges to 

Ivy Leagues have their 

own commercials, but 

aren’t run as often

 There are many places 

that will help for free





 Let everyone know that you are going to college.

 Speak up. Ask for help.

 Find a caring adult to help you along the way.

 YOUR ORGANIZATION/ROLE – can help young

people connect with professionals in

their desired field of study







Working a little harder 

today will make getting 

into college even 

easier. 

 Make a plan

 Take the right 

classes

 Take the tests

Working a little harder 

today will make getting 

into college even 

easier. 

 Make a plan

 Take the right 

classes

 Take the tests





 English 

 Math, Algebra & Geometry

 Science,Biology, Chemistry 

& Physics

 Social Studies

 Foreign Languages

 Electives

 Honors/AP
(Click on subject to view video.)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmVOZ8WJKp4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IdE71FaFIDQ&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HG5HqRW6Xw


Get Ready for the Test
ACT

(Plan)

• English

• Math

• Reading

• Science

SAT

(PSAT)

• Reading

• Math

• Writing

PSAE

• Reading

• Math

• Science

• Writing

It’s time to get 

serious about 

tests.

Free Test Preparation is available at WhatsNextIllinois.org





The challenge for you is to find the 
institution that best matches your 
talents, interests and personality.

 Is it a big or small school?

 Is it near home or far away? 

Does it offer the program of study 

your that you’re thinking about 

pursuing?

Take a career interest survey.

What do you like to do?

What are your talents?

How do you see your future?

www.whatsnextillinois.org





Visit a College.  

Tour a Campus.

Where students live, work, and hang out…

Virtual Tour

www.WhatsNextIllinois.org

KnowHow2GO University—

Take the Tour

www.KnowHow2GO.org

http://www.whatsnextillinois.org/
http://www.knowhow2go.org/


If you think you can’t afford 
college – think again.  

 What is financial aid? 

 Where does it come 
from?   

 How and when can a 
student apply?

 Is your COLLEGE 
eligible for financial aid?     



+

What is the Cost of Attendance?



Financial Aid Sources

Financial aid 

comes from a 

variety of 

sources.









When evaluating loan options, consider…

Know your rights and responsibilities



Federal Loan Programs, 2014-15

Type Grace

Perkins Subsidized 5%

Fixed

$5,500 per year 9 

Months

Stafford* 
(2014-2015)

Subsidized 4.66%
Fixed

$3,500 first year 6 

Months

Unsubsidized 4.66% 

Fixed

$2,000 first year for 

dependents, $6,000  first 

year for independents

6

Months

PLUS

Graduate PLUS

Credit-based

Unsubsidized

7.21%

fixed

Depends on remaining 

financial need.

Within first 

60 days

*Note: Undergraduate rates are tied to the U.S. Treasury rate for the 2014-2015 

academic year. 

**Note: New Stafford Loans (both subsidized and unsubsidized) for Graduate 

students have a fixed interest rate of 6.21% through the 2014-2015 academic year. 



Note: Communicate with each college to inquire 

about steps to a complete application.

FAFSA

Institutional Forms

Other



Paper

FAFSA

FAFSA 

on the Web

PDF

FAFSA

1-800-4-FED-AID www.FSA.ed.gov

Note: You can get a PIN at www.PIN.gov ANYTIME , but can 

only start the FAFSA after January 1  ** churches & orgs

ALSO NOTE: PIN system will change to username/password starting April 2015

http://www.pin.gov/




FAFSA & EFC Is Not (and Is)

 FAFSA IS NOT the 

system

 EFC does not tell 

EXACTLY what you 

should expect to pay

 Your EFC is always the 

same, so it’s not worth 

doing it again, or early

 EFC does NOT 

necessarily affect 

PRIVATE scholarships, 

only gov’t aid

 FAFSA is like the 1040 

(a form), not the IRS (the 

organization that runs it)

 EFC is a score, like a 

credit score, that gives 

an estimate of what the 

family might pay

 A lot of factors change 

(even the fact that 

parents age), so fill out 

the FAFSA every year, 

and as close to Jan 1





• Pre-paid tuition 
(“college on law-a-way”)

• College Savings plan

State governments 
offer these in 
addition to private 
sources

• Military

• Peace Corps

• Americorps

This service is 
usually done before 
entering college 

• Sometimes just 
for employee

• Possibly for 
family (such as 
teachers)

• Spread semester 
payment into 
monthly 
installments

• Waiting 1 year 
before entering

• Gives time to 
raise funds but 
keep place at 
college)

• Going to high 
school and 
college at the 
same time

• A partnership 
with community 
college

• Varying success

• Still must be 
reported for 
taxes and 
FAFSA

• Programs (such 
as Posse 
Foundation)



Money, Money, Money, Money, Money
Start Searching:



 Fastweb.com

 High School Counselor

 Colleges

 Your Community

 FAFSA4Caster.ed.gov

 Complete the FAFSA  soon after January 1 in 

your senior year at fafsa.GOV (NOT .com)



•BELIEVE that 

your students’ 

lives have a 

future, and 

that will 

include higher 

education

•Commit to a 

long term plan 

to help you find 

their future

•They ARE 

going to 

college

•At age 13, sign 

them up for 

What’s Next 

Illinois (or its 

equivalent, 

such as 

Naviance)

•Consider hard 

courses, 

activities & 

tests to take in 

high school

•Take Career 

Quizes

•Look for 

Scholarships

•Set up a 

resume

•Plan/consider 

extracurricular 

activities 

•Fun visit to 

college



• Prep for tests

• Use the major match-

up to find which 

colleges may be a 

good match

• Talk with 

professionals in 

potential field of work

• Start brainstorming & 

even visiting colleges

• Research & apply for 

scholarships (and 

research for others)

• Visit to colleges

• Assess activities, 

grades, mentors, etc.

• Take ACT & SAT

• Serious visit to 

colleges 

(including 

interview with 

admissions)

• Finalize choices

• Gather names for 

recommendation 

letters

• Begin 

applications 

(when possible)

• Continue to apply 

for scholarships

• Senior Year 

(fall)

• Complete 

applications 

for college

• Apply for 

Scholarships

• CollegeWeek

Live.com

Timeline



Timeline

• Fill out estimated FAFSA 

(start January 1)

• Review SAR (Student Aid 

Report) A.S.A.P.

• Finish taxes and then 

update FAFSA (you can use 

IRS retrieval tool Feb. 1)

• Compare all Financial Aid 

offers (follow-up if not 

received)

• Respond to all offers & 

accepted college requests

• Find out about supportive/ 

interest groups/mentors on 

campus & contact them

• Have a real talk about what 

to expect, and how to avoid 

the “bad” stuff and 

experience the good

• STILL research & apply for 

scholarships

• Check-in with the youth 

ministry

• Renew FAFSA *on* January 

1

• Re-assess goals and 

opportunities

• Plan Internships

• Solidify networks (with 

students, professors and 

others)

• Have a mission team from 

the student’s college



= Find a mentor(s)

= Have mentors 
connect & 
coordinate

Start: Elementary/Middle 
School

Focus: 
Freshman/Sophomore

= Take the tests (ACT 
*and* SAT, as well 
as AP where 
available)

= Take tough classes

= Get involved with 
activities that mean 
something to you

Start: Middle 
School/Freshman

Focus: Sophomore/Junior

= Consider what factors 
are important

= What’s a good fit for 
others may not be 
good for you

= What do people you 
respect say?

= Communicate your fit 
to colleges via essays 
& interviews

Start: 
Freshman/Sophomore

Focus: Junior

= Apply with the FAFSA 
as soon after Jan 1

= Don’t turn down a school 
until you get the 
financial aid package

= You can start collecting 
scholarships before
senior year

Start: 
Freshman/Sophomore

Focus: Senior Year





Daniel Bassill and the Tutor Mentor Institute!

 www.TutorMentorConference.org #tmconf_chi

 Illinois Student Assistance Commission and their 

KnowHow2GoIllinois campaign

 www.knowhow2goillinois.org

Lumina Foundation, Ad Council and American 

Council for Education of the KnowHow2Go 

national campaign

 www.KnowHow2Go.org

http://www.tutormentorconference.org/
http://www.knowhow2goillinois.org/
http://www.knowhow2go.org/



